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RIDEAU VALLEY CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
Box 599, 3889 Rideau Valley Drive 

Manotick, Ontario, K4M 1A5 
(613) 692-3571, 1-800-267-3504 

6:30 p.m. 

Meeting Held in-person and electronically due to COVID-19 Pandemic 

APPROVED MINUTES 

Board of Directors   1/23  February 23, 2023   
Present: Jeff Banks Gerry Boyce 

Barry Card Brian Dowdall  
Steve Fournier Charlene Godfrey 
Susan Irwin Theresa Kavanagh 
Morgan Kenny  Pieter Leenhouts 
Wilson Lo Shawn Menard 
Shawn Pankow Anne Robinson 
Kristin Strackerjan Gary Waterfield 
Adrian Wynands 

Staff:  Sommer Casgrain-Robertson Dan Cooper 
Kathy Dallaire Terry Davidson 
Diane Downey Glen McDonald 
Brian Stratton Ian Cochrane 
Marissa Grondin 

Regrets: Mel Foster Angela Pierman 

Chair Leenhouts called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
General Manager/Secretary-Treasurer conducted a roll call. 

Chair Leenhouts welcomed new and returning members and called for a round of 
introductions from members and staff.  

1.0 Land Acknowledgement Statement 

Chair Leenhouts gave the Land Acknowledgement statement. 

2.0 Agenda Review 

Chair Leenhouts reviewed the Agenda. 

3.0 Adoption of Agenda 

Resolution 1-230223 Moved by:  Anne Robinson 
Seconded by:  Brian Dowdall 





















RVCA Flood Forecasting and 
Warning Program





Program Goal:

(i) provide an estimate of the flood potential in the Rideau River watershed, 
including the Ottawa River, at recognized “flood vulnerable centres” where flood 
conditions are relatively predictable and,

(ii) based on that estimate, give sufficient advance warning to the designated 
municipal officials and members of the public in order that appropriate steps can be 
taken to minimize the effects of flooding. 

Note, the RVCA role in flood combat is limited to ensuring that Authority properties
are secure and that Authority water control structures are operated to minimize the
impact of high flows.

RVCA Flood Contingency Plan



RVCA Flood Contingency Plan



RVCA Flood Contingency Plan



Keys Players:

• Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry (MNRF) / Surface Water 
Monitoring Centre (SWMC)

• Conservation Authorities

• Municipalities

• Property Owners

• Parks Canada

• City of Ottawa

• Environment and Climate Change 
Canada - Meteorological Service 
of Canada

• Ottawa River Regulation Planning 
Board (Board) & Ottawa River 
Regulating Committee 
(Committee) & Ottawa River 
Regulation Secretariat 
(Secretariat)

RVCA Flood Contingency Plan



Data Collection

Water Level Gauge Network
Operators:
• Parks Canada
• Water Survey 

Canada
• MNRF
• RVCA

Active Network:
• 23 real-time gauges
• 7 daily-interval 

gauges

• RVCA network 
targeted within flood 
vulnerable regions



Stream Flow Gauge Network
Operator:
• Water Survey 

Canada

Active Network:
• 6 active flow gauges
• 3 active water level 

gauges; rating 
curves in 
development

Data Collection



• RVCA actively 
monitors snow 
accumulation at 6 
sites across the 
watershed (biweekly) 

• PC monitors snow 
conditions at 2 sites in 
the upper watershed 
(biweekly)

• 40+ Year Record 
(RVCA)

Snow Pack (Snow Surveying)

Data Collection



Real-Time Weather MonitoringOperators:
• ECCC-MSC
• RVCA
• MVC
• SNC

Active Network:
• 16 real-time stations
• 4 seasonal rain gauges

RVCA Stations (2023):
• Andrewsville
• Bobs Lake
• Frankville
• Kars
• Mansfield
• Marlborough
• Motts Mills
• Montague
• Rainbow Lake
• Snowdons Corners
• Westport

RVCA
ECCC-MSC
MVC
SNC
RVCA SEASONAL

Data Collection



Data Collection



1) On-going/daily communications with Parks Canada 
Ontario Waterways Unit

2) RVCA streamflow prediction model 
- existing model
- new HEC-HMS based model

3) Historical Information

Flow and Water Level Prediction



• Annual updates to contact list and flood 
warning plan

• Flood messaging

Communications



Water Safety Statement

• When there are conditions that could be unsafe 
such as elevated flows and unstable ice

Flood Outlook Statement

• Highlight current conditions of the watershed 
and set the stage for the possibility of flooding if 
the right weather patterns develop

Watershed Conditions Statement



Watershed Conditions Statement

• Potential for flooding exists from an approaching 
weather system — heavy rain or warm air causing a 
rapid snow melt

• When flooding is imminent or occurring

• Statement issued when conditions return to normal 
state



Flood Messages

DISTRIBUTION

• Agencies and Municipalities

• Media

• Watershed Residents

• Webpage

• Social Media

• Phone Mailbox



What Lies Ahead for Spring 2023
Key Drivers for flooding:

SNOW PACK 

TEMPERATURE 

PRECIPITATION 

BASE CONDITIONS



Rideau River
Flow on Jan 2nd;
230 CMS



Reservoir Lakes



Snow Monitoring Results (Feb 15th)



What Lies Ahead for Spring 2023
Key Drivers for flooding:

SNOW PACK  - good shape

TEMPERATURE - ?? 

PRECIPITATION - ??

BASE CONDITIONS – water levels slightly elevated
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