Rideau Valley Conservation Authority

Watershed Conditions Statement – Flood Warning Update,
Rideau and Ottawa Rivers

Flood Warning Extent Reduced
(WCS - 30/2017)
May 15, 2017 – Water levels have continued to recede over the weekend and are not expected to be
affected significantly by rain forecast for later this week. This has led to a reduction of the coverage of the
Flood Warning.
The Flood Warning is now limited to the upper Tay River where outflow from Bobs Lake has continued
but there has yet to be a significant drop of the water level. Several properties around Christie Lake are
still flooded. Sections of the Christie Lake North Shore Road has been under water for several days.
Flow of the Tay through Perth is declining slowly at 1 to 2 centimetres (cm) per day as water passes
through from Bobs Lake. Some flooding has occurred in Stewart Park and in and near Last Duel Park in
Perth.
Not as much rain as was forecast fell over the weekend. Little to no increases in levels occurred in the
Rideau watershed or in the areas the RVCA monitors on the Ottawa River - Lac Deschene, Petrie Island
and Boise Village. These areas are no longer under Flood Warning status as levels decline by about 10
cm per day.
The water level on the Long Reach of the Rideau River has dropped below the flood level for the access
road to Hilly Lane. Flood waters have fully receded at all the rest of the susceptible areas on the Long
Reach.
Rideau Canal reservoir lakes, Big Rideau, Upper Rideau and Wolfe, have all been declining with Upper
Rideau dropping below the Full Supply level today.
Conditions around rivers and lakes are still hazardous with water levels that are relatively high. Everyone,
especially children, are advised to stay away.
The public is encouraged to tag us or share photos of water conditions in their area at RVCA Facebook
(RideauValleyConservationAuthority) and Twitter (@RideauValleyCA).
Conservation Authority staff will continue to monitor conditions and will issue updates as warranted.
For water level and flow information in the Rideau system as well as the Ottawa River, visit the RVCA
Streamflows and Water Levels webpage at http://his.rvca.ca/rvcafwl/ .
For more information about conditions on the Ottawa River, also check the webpage of the Ottawa River
Regulation Planning Board at http://ottawariver.ca/river-levels-flows.php#river-levels-flows-7-days .

-endMore Information
Contact: Patrick Larson, RVCA Senior Water Resources Technician
Rideau Valley Conservation Authority
613-692-6831, 1-800-267-3504 ext. 1210
or cell 613-799-9423
"Rideau Valley Conservation Authority is a partnership of municipalities within the Rideau Valley watershed
created under the Conservation Authorities Act to deliver a range of programs in watershed management and
natural resource conservation."
RVCA Watershed Conditions Statements:

•

Water Safety – High flows, unstable banks, melting ice or other factors that could be dangerous for recreational
users such as anglers, canoeists, hikers, children, pets, etc. Flooding is not expected.

•

Flood Outlook – Early notice of the potential for flooding based on weather forecasts, calling for heavy rain, snow
melt, high winds or other conditions that could lead to high runoff, cause ice jams and/or lakeshore flooding or
erosion.

•

Flood Watch – Flooding is possible in specific watercourses or municipalities. Municipalities, emergency services
and individuals in flood prone areas should prepare.

•

Flood Warning – Flooding is imminent or already occurring in area watercourses

